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Task of the Church / Advocacy of God’s Word
   



            
           Lecture 1
Title: Advocacy of the Word/Introductory Perspectives

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of what the advocacy of God’s word, which is a church’s task, involves.

Introduction 
1.
In this once-every-two month’s theological module, we are addressing the subject of the church’s tasks.
2.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of the church. As the Head of the church, He has authorized and equipped the church to fulfill certain tasks. And what are those tasks? We our last module, we have identified what those tasks are (with the help of Pastor Nichols): 1) The Worship of God 2) The Advocacy of God’s word 3) The Nurture of God’s People 4) The Benevolence for the Needy of God’s people 5) The Discipline of the Unruly among God’s people 6) The Prayers for God’s Kingdom 7) The Performance of the Covenantal Signs – Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

3.
In our previous module, we have dealt with the first task of the church – the worship of God. Now, we move to consider the next – the advocacy of God’s word.
4.
And by way of introduction, I wish to say two things about the church’s task of advocating God’s word.

Trans:
First...

I.
THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR THE CHURCH’S TASK IN ADVOCATING GOD’S WORD
A.
We have seen in one of our previous lectures the principle that the “church does what the church is”. 
B.
And what is the church? Among other things, the Bible refers to the church as “the pillar and support [or foundation] of the truth”. 1Tim 3:14-15 (READ). The church here is referred to as the “pillar and support [foundation] of the truth”.
1.
And what “truth” is Paul here referring to? The next verse answers that question – Vs 16 (READ). The truth here then refers to the truth revealed by God, the truth that centers particularly on the Person and work of Jesus Christ – the gospel. The “mystery of the godliness” is (Lock) “the revealed secret of true religion, the mystery of Christianity, the Person of Christ.”
2.
But what does it mean for the church to be “the pillar and support [or foundation] of the truth”?

a.
The purpose of a “pillar” is to hold the roof in place. If you blow up the pillars or post of a house or a building, then the roof collapses on the house or building. And the purpose of a “foundation” is to hold the entire house or building together. If you blow up the foundation of a house or building, then the entire house or building collapses.
b.
Now, the church is the “pillar and foundation of the truth”. It is upon the church that the truth revealed by God rests. Without the church, the truth will still be the truth. But without the church, the truth will have no pillar and foundation to rest upon. 

D.
Therefore, from this identity of the church as pillar and foundation of the truth, it is, therefore, the task of the church to advocate the word, that is, to support the word.

Trans:
But what does advocating God’s word involve? Having considered the Bible Basis, let us now consider...

II.
THE SPECIFICS OF THE CHURCH’S TASK IN ADVOCATING GOD’S WORD 
....Advocacy of God’s word can be categorized under four headings
A.
The work of evangelism

1.
Mat 28:18-20 (READ). “Go therefore (Going therefore, a participle)...make disciples (main verb, an imperative) of all the nations, baptizing them (those who are have been made disciples) and teaching them (those who have been made disciples) to observe all that I have commanded you.” 

2.
Now, this commission the Lord Jesus gave to His church is comprehensive. This includes the baptizing and teaching those who have been made disciples. But where does it begin? It begins with “Going therefore make disciples”. And how do we make disciples? By preaching the gospel! Acts 14:21 (READ).  
3.
Therefore, in advocating God’s word, it is the church’s task to do the work of evangelism.
B.
The work of church planting

1.
In the great commission, the Lord commissions the original disciples to make disciples of all the nations. Therefore, evangelism is not just to be done in the vicinity where the church is geographically located, but even far beyond. 

2.
And when disciples are made in other places, then what? The apostolic pattern is to organized these disciples into local churches – Acts 14:21-22, 23 (READ). The disciples made in other places were not left to fend for themselves. They were organized into local churches. And later elders were appointed in every church. And what is this work? Church planting work or missions, if you will. 
3.
The church’s task of advocating the word includes church planting work.

C.
Supporting the Ministry of God’s word

1.
And this includes, first, supporting men who are ministers of God’s word. A pertinent text here is 3Jn 1:5-8 (READ). 
2.
Moreover, supporting the ministry of God’s word includes the training of men – 2Tim 2:2 (READ).

D.
Preservation and propagation of God’s word
Conclusion

In this two-day module, we will cover each of these specifics one at a time.

